Male infertility: assessment of juvenile testicular dysfunction and risk for malignancy in cryptorchid boys based on resin section evaluation.
Infertility is sometimes more a man's problem than a woman's, failure of one or both of the testes to descend (cryptorchidism) being the most frequent genital malformation in boys. Untreated, the undescended testis impairs germ cell development and significantly reduces adult fertility. A-dark spermatogonia are the stem cells for all future spermatozoa, and their depletion can be reliably estimated in resin semithin sections. Additionally, there is an increased risk of testicular preneoplasia in the form of carcinoma in situ (CIS) cells. The authors report how the pathologic biopsy examination of juvenile cryptorchid testes can assess infertility and malignancy risk.